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expectation

Many sectors are taking responsibility for 

their standards of operation. They understand 

that consumers want to spend with a clear 

conscience; to know that goods and services do 

not have hidden environmental costs.

Golfers belong to an affluent and educated 

element of society. An element of society that 

recognises environmental issues and cares about 

ethical consumption. Can your business afford 

not to meet these expectations?

quickstart guidegolfenvironment.org/certification



golfenvironment.org/certification

introducing

GEO Certification is a seal of approval from the Golf 

Environment Organization. A hallmark that lets the world 

know your golf facility is striving to be part of the solution, 

not part of the problem.

GEO Certified status ensures your environmental 

performance is recognised and rewarded.
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the first step

GEO Certification is open to any golf 

facility, anywhere. Point your browser at 

www.golfenvironment.org to get started.

golfenvironment.org/certification
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create your account

Navigate to the Certification area, click ‘Get ON 

COURSE™’ and tell us who you are. We also need to 

know about your organisation. If you represent an 

independent golf club or facility, enter its details here.

If you are managing more than one golf facility (ie. 

you represent a management company) start by 

registering that organisation. At the next stage you 

can register as many different facilities as you want. 
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Start by completing each section of the registration 

forms. It doesn’t matter if there are practices yet to 

be instituted at your club, just answer all you can. 

GEO Certification is about continual improvement.

Getting ON COURSE™ is 100% free of charge 

and will quickly identify areas for cost saving and 

improved efficiency at your club. 

put your club  ON COURSE™

This certificate confirms that:

ST ANDREWS 
OLD COURSE
Is On Course™ to achieve GEO Certification, the 

world’s hallmark for sustainable golf. This implies a 

commitment to meet and be evaluated against 

GEO's criteria for excellence in environmental 

management by the 10th of December, 2012.

Information about the current environmental 

management practices at St Andrews Old Course 

can be found on-line at 

golfenvironment.org/certification/

10th  December, 2009

Old Course - On Course [shor
t].pdf   7/1/10   22:52:12
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preview your application

You can preview your ON COURSE™ report at any 

time by clicking the ‘Preview Application’ button. 

Once submitted, your application will be reviewed 

and published by the GEO Certification team. 

If there are any problems or omissions we will 

contact you with advice.
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a personal touch

Before submitting your application, you should 

upload your club logo. This is not a requirement 

but helps to personalise your presence on the 

GEO website.

Select the ‘Images’ tab from the ‘Facility Details’ 

section, choose a logo file from your machine 

and click ‘Upload’.
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congratulations
Your golf facility will now be represented as ON 

COURSE™ for GEO Certification. 

This status is valid for three years and any committed 

golf facility can achieve certification within that 

timeframe. 

If you are already performing to a high environmental 

standard, you can apply for certification immediately. 

For those with room for improvement, the criteria 

provide a path to move through at your own pace.
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improve
Now you’re ready to start raising your performance to 

the standard required by the GEO Certification Criteria.

Work your way through the forms self assessing your 

performance against the criteria. The ‘Knowledge’ 

section of GEO’s website provides additional support 

material you may find useful. When the performance 

at your facility has reached an appropriate level, you 

should return to the system and apply for certification.

If you would like assistance in carrying out 

improvements or completing the application process, 

consider appointing a GEO Adviser.

GEO Certification > Criteri

1                                                                                                                               www.golfenvironment.org/certification

GEO Certification
> CRITERI

Introduzione

Questo documento definisce i criteri per 
ottenere la certificazione GEO.

Tre sono gli scopi principali dei criteri:

1. Fornire una guida puntuale per gli 
impianti golfistici, prima e dopo la 
registrazione, al fine di individuare i 
loro punti di forza e di debolezza e 
valutare le attività in favore 
dell’ambiente.

2. Rappresentare uno strumento di 
valutazione per i Verifiers accreditati 
GEO al momento della loro visita 
nell’impianto, della verifica e del 
resoconto sul lavoro ambientale della 
struttura.

3. Fornire le linee guida che la 
Certificazione GEO promuoverà per un 
continuo miglioramento nella gestione 
ambientale di un impianto golfistico.

I criteri hanno una grande importanza. 
Ove sono presenti le forme verbali: ”deve” 
o “devono” esse vanno interpretate in 
modo obbligatorio. Quando invece sono 
presenti le forme: “dovrebbe” o 
“potrebbe” il requisito richiesto è da 
considerarsi molto auspicabile seppure 
non obbligatorio. 

In tutte le categorie, l’essere a norma di 
legge è obbligatorio per raggiungere la 
certificazione GEO.

Uno dei più importanti principi della 
certificazione GEO è la partecipazione 
positiva e proattiva. Tutti gli impianti 
devono essere incoraggiati a registrarsi e 
iniziare a qualsiasi livello essi si trovino.

GEO si aspetta, e nel contempo 
incoraggia, continui miglioramenti a lungo 
termine da parte delle strutture sia solo 
registrate che certificate.

Italiano
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get into the details
Applying for certification requires the submission of 

detailed data about the management of your facility.

The information you submitted at registration 

appears in the form but you are free to edit it as you 

see fit. Again, work your way through each section 

completing all that you can. You can save and return 

to your work, making changes at any time.

Remember that selecting ‘Preview Application’ allows 

you to view your submission as it will appear on-line.
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the home stretch

Once you’ve completed each section of the application 

form, you are three simple steps from achieving GEO 

Certification:

Appoint your GEO Accredited Verifier 1. 

Pay your certification fee2. 

Meet your verifier on-site for constructive evaluation3. 
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pay certification fee

The €150 certification fee is paid to GEO on-line. 

To ensure that the GEO Certification system is 

safe and secure, we use the highest grade server 

technology. Your admin fee helps to cover these costs 

and ensure that GEO continues delivering the projects 

and programmes that help to make golf better for 

people and the planet.

€150.00
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constructive evaluation

Your GEO Accredited Verifier will visit you on the 

arranged date and time. The evaluation visit will typically 

involve a tour of the clubhouse, golf course, maintenance 

facility and anything else within the application scope.

The costs for verification vary on a country by country 

basis, and depending on the scale and complexity of your 

golf facility. As a basic guideline, verification of a standard 

18 hole golf course will cost around €1000. Your verifier 

will invoice you directly for this fee.
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the outcome
Once the evaluation is 

complete, your verifier will 

submit an on-line report 

and recommend one of 

three courses of action:

Approved

Certification report 

published; verifiers report 

published; certified status 

promoted across GEO 

website and media.

Pending

Defined period of time 

given to satisfy any 

conditions. Repeat 

verification visit only in 

exceptional circumstances.

Rejected

Legal non-compliance or 

failure to meet the GEO 

Certification criteria.    

GEO has the final say in 

these circumstances.

The GEO Certification team will typically act on a verifier’s 

recommendation within one working day. When GEO Certification is 

approved, all your reports will go live on GEO’s website.
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congratulations
GEO Certified status is valid for three years and you should now 

promote your achievement far and wide. Under the ‘Downloads’ 

tab you will find template press releases and a GEO Certificate that 

can be professionally printed for display in your clubhouse. 

You can also download a pack of GEO Certified 

logos that you can position on your website and 

printed media - eg. scorecards, brochures etc.

Flags and other promotional material can be purchased directly 

from GEO.
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keep improving

Golf is uniquely placed to enrich people’s lives and the environment. 

Achieving GEO Certified status aligns your facility with GEO’s 

principles and lets your members, customers, suppliers and local 

community know that you are part of the solution.

We only have one planet. It’s our collective responsibility to ensure 

future generations can enjoy it as we do today. Public expectation 

for environmental performance has never been higher. Act now. 

Get ON COURSE™ for GEO Certification.

This certificate confirms that:

GOLFPARK 
NUOLEN
Has been evaluated against the Golf Environment 
Organisation’s criteria for excellence in 
environmental management and awarded GEO 
Certified status. To maintain this award the club 
must be re-certified before the 12th December, 
2012.

Detailed information about the environmental 
management of Golfpark Nuolen can be found 
on-line at golfenvironment.org/certification/

12th  December, 2009

Presented with the support of the Association Suisse de Golf
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Golfpark Nuolen - GEO Certified.pdf   7/1/10   19:15:44
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what they’re saying
“Widespread participation in GEO Certification will be a significant step towards 

golf fulfilling its own unique role in societies wider efforts to live, work and play 

more sustainably - clearly demonstrating that golf is actively playing its part.” 

Gordon Shepherd  Director of International Policy - WWF International

“UNEP trust and value GEO’s objective insight on golf, and support their 

approach towards a sustainable future for the sport. GEO Certification shows 

the kind of sector driven innovation this planet needs.”

Theodore Oben  Chief - Sport & Environment - United Nations Environment Programme



GOLF ENVIRONMENT ORGANIZATION
25 Westgate, North Berwick

East Lothian, Scotland EH39 4AG

+44 1620 855 100
info@golfenvironment.org

www.golfenvironment.org


